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I will no Ionizer detain you with ab- 
stract matter, one instance is better 
than a sheet of sentiment. 

One of otir elisors had used to 
creak, until 1 oiled it by my wife's 
advice; it is now never opened lhat 
it does not excite her eloquence on 
the necessity of oiling hinges, at 
least once in a few years. Now I 
set about oiling these hinges with 
the preatest pleasure, because I 
thought their newly acquired silence 
would be such a negative virtue as 
to produce no discussion, but I have 
done with oiling hinges. Lust year 
our turf was detained in the hoe by 
reason of wet weather, every time 
the sun shone I was tetzed to send 
for the turf. At length 1 had all 
ti.v raits prepared in an interval 
betwe: n two showers ; by the time 
they were ready, the rain commenc- 
ed ; I persisted in drawing home 
my turf, in the hope that the tor- 
ment of having them wet would be 
such a lasting grievance as to pre- 
vent future improper interference. 
Alas ! I fell into the hole of my own 
digging, for every day, and every 
hour, both when I arose to the bu- 
siness of the day, and when I sat 
down to rest, I was told that if the 
turf had been brought home a week 
before, all would have been well. 

Numberless are the instances I 
could relate of my farming business 
being confused by too much solici- 
tude on the part of my wife; some- 
times I follow her "directions for 
peace sake, and many times I con- 
fess I neglect doing what 1 ought 
to do. merely because I had been 
overloaded with advice, and have a 
mind to shew my children, my ser- 
vants, and even my wife herself, 
that I am master. " Frequently I 
hurry my business over with the 
greatest rapidity that it may be fin- 
ished before the advice begins twice. 
My hay took fire in consequence 
of this precipitance, and many times 



my potatoes were not half grown 
when thev were dug. On the con- 
trary if I attempt to shew mv a- 
bilities by putting in my word about 
domestic affairs, I am immediately 
silenied by feeing informed that 
what I mentioned was just going to 
be done, mv wife had been thinking 
of it herself, but yias only waiting 
for a suitable opportunity; or else 
the thing ought not to be done at 
all If I remark that my pretty 
little girl has a dirty face, or a hole 
in her frock, my wife sighs, and 
says, " Really, my dear, I have so 
many thin us to do. and so many things 
to attend to, that it is impossible for 
me to mind such little matters as 
these." This is a standing remark 
on all such occasions, whether the 
house or the childien be out of re- 
pair. Be pleased, gentlemen, to 
give the ladies a hint to be first at- 
tentive to their own business, and 
if they see a necessity to interfere 
in our province, that they do it with 
delicacy, and above all let them not 
dwell long on this subject. I am 
told there is a method of making 
foolish husbands appear sensible. 
If you are acquainted with this 
knack make it known to your read- 
ers, and inform them that having a 
sensible husband increases a woman's 
consequence.* 

Homo. 
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ON COURAGE. 

TPHfc intelligent author of practical 

education, havingdeclined giving 

any lessons on the cultivation of 



• Owing to material inaccuracies in the 
copier of this article, the sense was so 
obscure in many places, that some omis- 
sions have been necessarily made. 
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courage, perhaps the following hints, 
founded solely on observation and ex- 
perience, may not he unacceptable to 
youthful mothers. 

I have the honour to be, 
Your humble Servant, 



MOM MBS. 



TO HER DAUGHTER. 



My dear Emma, 

You desire an old woman to in- 
ilruct you how to cultivate in the 
heart of your son, the virtue of 
courage. You shall hear uiy 
thoughts on the subject, though, I 
fear, you will hardly agree with me, 
that all cowardice is acquired, and 
that man is naturally a courageous 
animal. As this opinion is so gene- 
rally contested, I have long ceased 
to express it. 

I am ready to acknowledge, that 
cowardice is a vice, or to speak more 
mildly, a quality easily imjilanted in 
the human mind, though seldom in- 
digenous. It is often produced by 
the desire of preserving children 
from accident, rather by their fears 
than our cares. To avoid a little 
present trouble, we give them exag- 
gerated ideas of danger, and enlist 
imagination on the side of cowaidice. 
*' Take care," should be sparingly 
used in our dialogue* with a child. 
Those who have heard most lectures 
and cautions, respecting their perso- 
nal safely, are not always the most 
secure. Some are incited to lemen- 
ty, by weariness of reiterated ad v ire, 
or contempt of injudicious prohibi- 
tion; and others, when they find 
themselves in a situation really pe- 
rilous, have not only the danget to 
struggle with, but their own lears. 
Why do the intoxicated proverbially 
escape ? Because thev are guarded 
by instinct, and free frnm apprehen- 
sion. If we cannot give children the 
prudence of manly reason, lei u» not 



take from them the advantages of 
instinct. Before such authors as 
Miss Edgeworth, Mrs. Trimmer, 
and Mrs. Barbauld, condescended to 
enlighten the nursery, there was pub- 
lished a popular little volume, with 
terrific engravings, warning us a- 
gainst every domestic animal, hi 
terms calculated to excite the most 
lively apprehensions. I can trace 
to this book, the birth of fears, which 
long deprived me of independence, 
and pleasure in rural scenes. 

The cultivation of courage, as of 
every desirable quality, cannot com- 
mence too soon. If you become ner. 
vous or irritable, you must resign the 
pleasure of nursing your children ; 
you will find full scope for maternal 
care, in the watchfulness your substi- 
tute will require. Let sudden noise, 
dazzling light, violent motion, what- 
ever, in short, can excite in an in- 
fant strong sensations, be carefully 
avoided. A placid, gentle disposi- 
tion, is more desirable in a nurse, 
than that turbulent.gaiety, so often 
and injudiciously required, which 
adds nothing to the cheerfulness of 
the healthy, and oppresses the spirits 
of the weak. When your infant 
wakens, let it be. addressed with par- 
titular mildness; and if it be ever 
neressary to disturb its slumber, this 
should be done in the mosi quiet 
way, with every precaution to avoid 
surprise. Surprise is sometime! 
nearly a kin to fear, in young or ui,- 
cult.vated minds; therefore, when 
any uii::g visibly astonishes an in- 
fant, let us not treat it worse than vie 
shoul.l a suirting horse. Let us le;id 
it gently to consider the object, am), 
if uoxibi,-, to discover the cause of 
anv Miigunr effect. An intelligent 
child, fifteen months old. shewed 
some apprehension, one night, at ob- 
serving strongly marked shadows on 
a v. hue wall. The fear of a shadow 
cannot last long; but I have seen 
autul nursery maids, take such ad- 
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vantage of similar circumstances, as 
to give those entrusted to their care, 
much pain, in the hope of governing 
them with greater ease. By a little 
address, the child was induced to ap- 
proach these shadows, and on seeing 
they could be produced at will, by 
his mother's hands, and his own, he 
soon became amused by what might 
have been converted into a source of 
terror. 

Those who have strong talents for 
description, are dangerous compan- 
ions to the young, unless remarkably 
discreet. When a child begins to 
prattle, let us avoid all tragical sto- 
ries. No little Red Riding Hood, 
no Blue Beard, no horrible murders 
or cruel punishments. Indiscrimi- 
nate reading must never be permit- 
ted ; a few scenes in Macbeth, or 
Richard the Third, with some of the 
Gentleman's Magazine, may baffle 
all our cares, if read at too early a 
period. Indeed tbis part of educa- 
tion, if chiefly negative, we are sel- 
dom called upon to act, we are only 
to avoid and prevent mischief. The 
custom once prevalent, of terrifying 
young minds with stories of ghosts, 
is now universally reprobated, in con- 
sequence of the increasing stock of 
national good Sense. Though many 
yet living can place apprehensions 
of supernatural agency, and of ob- 
scurity, amongst the real miseries of 
childhood, and have had perpetual 
reason to lament the effect of such 
feelings, on their nerves and health. 
It is useful to reflect on the conse- 
quences of exploded errors, that we 
may be stimulated to avoid others of 
the same general tendency. 

A child scratches its fingers, or its 
nose happens to bleed, if mamma, or 
nurse, shews symptoms of disgust, 
and horror, at the sight of blood, and 
repeat tbis whenever a similar acci- 
dent occurs, an association of ideas is 
formed, which reason cannot after- 
wards dissolve. If, on thecoutiary, 



they amuse the child at this moment, 
if they remark how bright and beau- 
tiful the colour of blood appears 
on the little one's frock; or handker- 
chief, he will not feel that vague 
horror at its appearance, confessed 
by many, and evinced by some, by 
swooning, sickness; and other painful 
emotions. 

*' The sense of pain is most in ap- 
prehension;" therefore, when it is 
absolutely necessary to speak of bod- 
ily pain, (a topic to be in general »• 
voided with children,) let it be men- 
tioned simply, without exaggeration, 
and, if possible, compared to some- 
thing they have already suffered ; 
what we imagine, impresses far more 
terror, than what we recollect. 

I knew a person who was cured of 
extreme apprehension ot every in- 
sect of the bee kind, by being acci- 
dentally stung. Her apprehensions 
had been instilled by a nurse, who, 
to prevent her from what she called, 
meddling with fruit and flowers, re- 
presented bees as their vigilant, po- 
tent, and revengeful guardians. 

Extracting a firm tooth, gives all 
children much the same pain ; bat 
observe the difference in their suffer, 
ings, created by education; one 
child comes to the dentist, pale, 
trembling, in tears, like a culprit go- 
ing to execution. Another enters, 
bold, cheerful, animated, not from 
ostentation of courage, or hope of a 
bribe, but because she, who never 
deceived him, had declared it wonld 
conduce to his comfort, and her pre- 
sent satisfaction. One tooth is ex- 
tracted. The dentist and mamma 
propose drawing others to-morrow; 
'• No," cries the more sensible boy, 
in a cheerful tone, " prav, mamma, 
let all be finished to-day." I was 
present at this little scene, and much 
piea*ed with the young actor, who 
was about seven years old. 

What, then you say, are children 
to burn, drown, and wound them- 
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selves, without receiving a caution 
from tbe lips of experience. No, 
tny dear Emma, let us require their 
obedience in avoiding such real haz- 
ard, as we cannot remove. But it is 
belter, if possible, to ward off dan- 
ger, by our own precautions, than 
their fears. Rather let us bar our 
windows, than terrify a child from 
leaning out, by frightful descriptions 
of what his fate would be, were be 
to fall and break his neck. 

But when, as in your case, a 
father's profession -calls him from 
home, and a boy is educated by bis 
mother, " a woman, therefore, full 
of lears," how, it may be said, can 
she teach a virtue, of which she can- 
not, give the, example. 

Let her recollect, that, although 
children should, if possible, be im- 
pressed with high respect for their 
parents, it is oot necessary they 
should consider them as perfect. 
Where she has not self-command to 
conceal her fears, let her ascribe 
them to what is probably the true 
cause, a mistaken education, adding, 
" you who are so fortunate as to be 
more judiciously brought up, and 
can feel no similar weakness, will 
be my protector." 

Thus the child's affection may 
superadd fresh motives to the exer- 
tion of firmness, and the mother's 
sincerity pruve, as usual, more poli- 
tic, than any subterfuge, or partial 
concealment of the truth. 

Let not death be spoken of as ne- 
cessarily, attended with every cir- 
cumstance ol horror, and pain ; but 
mentioned simply, as we should 
speak of a journey to a distant coun- 
try. 

Those who are unwilling to admit 
that courage is natural, have often 
said to me, that a self-reared individ- 
ual, would be the most cowardly of 
beings j but of these we can never 
observe a sufficient, number, to ob- 
tain absolute proof. The only ho- 



man creature of thisdetcription, 1 have 
ever seen, was a boy about fifteen, 
shewn as a sight. for. money, at Paris, 
and found about two years before, in 
a wood, where he had probably been 
exposed, wheu old enough to procure 
subsistence from wild fruits, eggs, 
and roots. He was incapable of ar- 
ticulating, but his countenance and 
gestures shewed a restless anxiety, 
wholly distinct from fear. He seem- 
ed actuated merely by a vague de- 
sire of escaping, and his attitudes 
and movements strongly resembled 
those of a wild beast, shut up in a 
menagerie. There was the same un- 
quiet step, continued restlessness, 
and sullen consciousness of powers 
deprived of opportunities of exertion. 
As to fears of supernatural agency, 
tbey will never exist, where just 
ideas of the Supreme Being are en- 
tertained, and true religion is tbe 
parent of courage as well as cheer- 
fulness. Johnson is sometimes cited, 
as an instance of her depressing pow- 
ers, but I attribute much of his ter- 
ror of futurity, to a description re- 
corded by Mrs. Piozzi, as given 
him by his mother, of ttie delights of 
heaven, and horrors of hell, when be 
was about three years of age. Had 
she confined ber.,elf to the former to- 
pic, and withheld her terrors, till her 
son was old enough to require the 
restraint of fear, as well as the al- 
lurements of hope, she had acted 
more wisely, and more in unison 
with the scriptural precept, of giving 
" milk to babes," of teaching the 
young and ignorant such doctrines, 
as are best fitted to their limited con- 
ceptions, and least likely to overpow- 
er weak minds. 

This, dearest Emma, is the result 
of my experience,! say nothing of 
those physical habits most friendly 
to courage ; of cold bathing, manly 
exercises, early hours, open air, plain 
diet, a country education, and youth- 
ful companions. Your children en- 
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joy all these, and probably I have 
told yon nothing new. Accept, 
however, the best and warmest 
Wishes, of jour affectionate mother. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 



SKETCHES FROM A PRIVATE LETTER. 

CHELTENHAM is a delightful 
spot which unites all an invalid 
can desire — beautiful scenery, pure 
air, fine climate, easy habits, and 
the most pleasing style of villa ar- 
chitecture. Cheerful, light, and 
airy habitations, between the cot- 
tage and the villa, are sprinkled in 
all directions through one continued 
garden. 

In our way home we passed a day 
at Gloucester, and heard a morning 
concert of sacred music, given fur 
a charitable purpose, in the beauli- 
lul Gothic cathedral. This is a truly 
rational amusement, polished, pure, 
and dignified. It ones nothing to 
the glare of tapers, the false spirits 
of the evening hour, the splendor 
of ornaments, or any theatrical il- 
lusion. The performance of Handel's 
Dead March in Saul was singularly 
affecting, and as the double drum 
echoed, reverberated, aitd died a- 
way along the aisles, it had to the 
imagination all the effect ot cannon 
amongst distant hills, while tlie 
sound of the wind instiumeiits float- 
ed through the lofty loot with the 
most plaintive sweetness. 
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TOtbe Memoirs of Dr. Jebb, late- 
ly published in your Magazine, 
it might have been added, that Capel 
Loth, esq. thus concludes a short 
biographical sketch of that excellent 
character. 



" On the 9th of March Dr. Jebh's 
remains were followed by a numer- 
ous attendance of friends to his pri- 
vate and public virtues, to the mo- 
dest and decent place of their in- 
terment, Bunhili he Ids, in ground 
not assuming to be hallowed by the 
rites of consecration, and near to the 
spot wh,ere Milton breathed his* last. 
I then saw the illustrious appear- 
ing with added dignity; every or- 
der in the state joining in the spon- 
taneous tribute ; distinctions in re- 
ligion or in party absorbed in more 
enlarged considerations ; Wales, 
Ireland, America, solemnizing by 
the presence of their sons, the obse- 
quies of the equal friend to the 
rights of mankind through every 
part of the globe; and every eye 
and bosom giving an open testimony 
on the termination of a life devoted 
to truth, freedom, and every best 
interest of human society. I will 
close with hoping that the occasion 
of this solemnity will excite a last- 
ing and active contemplation of his 
virtues; and call us from our una- 
vailing, though natural and just re- 
gret, to the admiration and praise 
that must accompany h:s iidine, 
while there is patriotism or sense of 
goodness upon the earth ; and to the 
idea of that felicity prepared for 
sucb faculties, so exerted and im- 
proved ; and, in so fan as the pow- 
ers severally allotted to us will ex- 
tend, our best and most useful tribute 
to his memory must be in the imi- 
tation of his conduct. His great 
rule of action, that ' no effort is lost,' 
wilt never tail us, while we look to 
principles regardless of present dis- 
appointment." 

The character of Dr. Jebb has 
been exhibited so fully to your 
readers, that any farther delineation 
may appear unnecessary, yet the 
following observations extracted 
from an original manuscript con- 
taining " theological propositions 



